
HEYWOOD TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING
Monday 23rd November 2015

PRESENT:  Councillor Ray Dutton (Chair); Councillors Beswick, Lambert, McCarthy, 
O'Rourke, Rush and Wardle

OFFICERS:  M. Robinson and B. Hirst (Economy Directorate), S. Hay, J. Platt and A. 
Storey (Neighbourhoods Directorate), V. Crossland and A. James (Resources 
Directorate)

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Inspector S O’Hanlon (GMP) and approximately 10 
members of the public

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Councillor Susan Emmott and Councillor Robinson

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
36 There were no declarations of interest.

OPEN FORUM
37 The following matters were raised during the Open Forum:-

a) Heywood Town Website
Ms S Trickett and two colleagues gave an update on the development of the 
Heywood Town website. The website would be launched in early 2016 and Members 
were shown copies of how the website would look and how businesses and groups 
would be able to add their details to the website once it was live. In response to 
questions, Members were informed that nothing would be able to be added to the 
website without administrator approval and that criteria would apply for those wishing 
to be added to the site. Members thanked Sandra and her colleagues for the update. 

b) St James Football Club
Mr D Dyson from St James Football Club referred to an article he had read online 
about Section 106 funding being available towards sports provision like football 
pitches and asked how this could be accessed by the Football Club. Mr Dyson was 
advised that the funding he had referenced had now been allocated but that the 
process was ongoing as more Section 106 funds became available.

c) Heritage Boundary Signs
Mr B Davies raised the issue of the provision of Heritage Boundary signs for 
Heywood that had been raised several months ago. Members commented that a 
scheme for the signs had been requested by Members and that Officers would be 
requested to present options for the Heritage Boundary signs scheme to the next 
meeting of the Heywood Delegated Sub-Committee on 1st December 2015.

d) M62 Smart Motorway Works
A local resident referred to the works being undertaken on the M62 smart motorway 
near his property which was causing a nuisance in terms of light and noise pollution 
during the day and night. Complaints had been made to staff working at the site but 
these had not been well received or acted upon and a further written complaint had 
recently been submitted. The Highways Services Officer was requested to liaise with 
the Highways Agency who was responsible for the works on the motorway about the 
complaints that had been made.



SAVINGS PROGRAMME 2016/17 AND 2017/18
38 DECIDED – that it be noted that the consultation for the next group of 
savings proposals commences on 24th November 2015 and that the proposals 
will be reported for Township Committee consultative purposes to the meeting 
of the Heywood Township Delegated Sub-Committee to be held on Tuesday 1st 
December 2015.

FLU JABS - PRESENTATION
39 This item was withdrawn from the Agenda.

HEYWOOD TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE - MINUTES
40 DECIDED – that the minutes of the meeting of the Heywood Township 
Committee held on 14th September 2015 be approved as a correct record.

HEYWOOD TOWNSHIP DELEGATED SUB-COMMITTEE - MINUTES
41 DECIDED – that the minutes of the meeting of the Heywood Township 
Delegated Sub-Committee held on 22nd September 2015 be noted.

CORPORATE PRIORITY SETTING PROCESS 2016-19
42 The Township Committee received a presentation from the Director for 
Neighbourhoods to raise awareness of on-going consultation with residents and 
other stakeholders on the corporate priorities for 2016-19.  

The presentation sought views on the listed key areas of focus under each defined 
corporate priority of people, place and prosperity. Members were asked to consider if 
these are still of primary importance and to rank those that are in order of 
importance. Surveys can be competed online on the Council’s Consultation Hub or 
by returning the questionnaire contained within the presentation to the Freepost 
address shown on the last page of the presentation. The consultation is open until 
11th December.  

A Member requested that community cohesion be included as a priority.

DECIDED – that the presentation on the Corporate Priority Setting Process 
2016-19 be noted.

GREATER MANCHESTER SPATIAL FRAMEWORK
43 The Committee considered the report of the Director of Economy which 
outlined the current progress in the joint preparation by the Association of Greater 
Manchester Authorities (AGMA) of the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework (the 
GMSF) as a new statutory development planning document to guide spatial planning 
across the city region until 2035.  

The report also informed Members of the current consultation which is taking place 
on a draft vision, strategic objectives and growth options for the GMSF and the 
opportunities for communities, businesses and elected Members to engage in this 
process.   

In considering the submitted report, Members commented on the importance of the 
having an appropriate transport infrastructure in place to support any planned growth. 
Reference was also made to the Heywood Junction 19 scheme. Members also 
expressed concern about vacant sites and lapsed planning permissions which it was 
hoped that the Spatial Strategy would help address.



DECIDED – that (1) the progress being made in the preparation of the Greater 
Manchester Spatial Framework as a statutory planning document which will 
guide future spatial planning and decision making across the Borough and 
wider city region be noted.

(2) the consultation presently taking place across Greater Manchester to 
inform the publication of a draft Greater Manchester Spatial Framework during 
the autumn of 2016 be noted.
Eligible for call in - no

REVENUE BUDGET UPDATE 2016/17 TO 2017/18 & CAPITAL PROGRAMME 
2016/17 TO 2018/19
44 The Township Committee was updated on the proposed Revenue budget 
2016/17 to 2017/18 and presented a proposed Capital Programme 2016/17.   

The recommendations were presented to ensure the Committee were aware of 
issues and risks impacting on the development of revenue and capital budgets for 
2016/17 and beyond. 

Alternatives considered: None, the Council being legally obliged to set a balanced 
budget. The budget setting process is complex and must be undertaken in a planned 
way. Whilst budgets are prepared in accordance with the approved guidelines a 
number of alternative options relating to savings proposals and budget pressures are 
considered as part of the overall budget setting process.

DECIDED – That the revenue budget position for 2016/17 and 2017/18 and the 
proposed Capital Programme 2016/17 be noted.
Eligible for call in – no, has been considered by the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee.

PROPOSED DISCRETIONARY FEES AND CHARGES 2016/2017
45 The Committee considered proposed discretionary fee and charge levels for 
Finance Services, Legal and Human Resources; Early Help and Schools; Adult Care; 
Economy and Environment; Libraries; and Registrars and Celebrant Services to 
apply to transactions carried out within the 2016/17 financial year.   

The recommendations were presented further the annual review of discretionary fees 
and charges carried out by the Council each year as part of the budget setting 
process.  

Alternatives considered – None, as the Council needed to consider fees and charges 
as part of the process to ensure that the Authority set a balanced budget for 2016/17.

DECIDED – That the proposed changes to discretionary fee and charge levels 
within Finance Services, Legal and Human Resources; Early Help and Schools; 
Adult Care; Economy and Environment; Libraries; and Registrars and 
Celebrant Services for 2016/17 be noted.
Eligible for call-in:  No, has been considered by the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
46 DECIDED – That the public be excluded from the meeting during 
consideration of the following items of business since it is likely that, in view of 
the nature of the business to be transacted or the nature of the proceedings, if 
members of the public were present there would be disclosure to them of 



exempt information, namely information relating to the business or financial 
affairs of any particular person (including the person holding that information).

RATIONALISATION OF THE INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO - DISPOSAL OF 
UNDERPERFORMING GARAGE SITES
47 The Committee considered the report of the Director of Economy which 
sought approval for the disposal of a number of plots of land across the Township 
area in association with the previously agreed programme to dispose of a number of 
the Council’s garage sites.

The recommendations are as a result of a review of the garage site portfolio in 
accordance with the Council’s Corporate objectives and approved Asset Strategy.

The Heywood Township Meeting on 14th July 2014 approved the sale of a number of 
garage sites. However, further review work has identified that additional land could 
be included in the sale of four of those garage sites, which will enhance the value 
and develop ability of the disposal programme.
  
The plans (appended to the submitted report) show, hatched, the land with approval 
for disposal already in place, and edged, the additional land it is proposed to include 
in the sale.

DECIDED – that (1) approval be given the sites shown on the plans appended 
to the submitted report being sold on the open market.  

(2) the Head of Legal and Governance Reform be requested to carry out 
the legal work in connection with the disposals. 

(3) the purchaser pays the Council’s legal and surveyor’s costs.
Eligible for call in - yes


